MIDDLE SCHOOL | BLUE VALLEY DISTRICT NOVEL RATIONALE
The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

English Language Arts, 8th Grade

WHAT’S THE STORY?

The Crossover is a young adult novel by Kwame Alexander that follows the life experiences of 12-year-old basketball player Josh Bell across several
months in the autumn and early winter of his seventh-grade year at Reggie Lewis Middle School. Josh is the identical twin brother of Jordan “JB” Bell, the
son of Crystal Bell, the assistant principal, and the son of Chuck Bell, a former basketball superstar who is well-known and well-respected even years
after his career ended. Josh and JB both love basketball, but it is Josh who truly admires and wishes to emulate his father by following in his father’s
footsteps. For Josh, basketball is not merely about fame at school, or future fortune, but because he truly does have a love — a deep and abiding passion
— for the game itself. He loves his family dearly, and loves the way life is going for him.

Things begin to change soon for Josh, however. JB gets a girlfriend, and begins spending less and less time with Josh and Chuck. Josh begins to feel
lonely, and jealous of JB, leading to anger on the part of Josh. After a failed bet with JB leads to JB accidentally cutting off five of Josh’s dreadlocks, Josh
must have his head shaved, and his anger toward JB only increases. At the same time, Chuck’s health takes a precipitous decline, as his lifetime of poor
eating habits combined with a genetic predisposition to heart conditions finally catches up to him, causing him to experience numerous symptoms from
nosebleeds to coughing fits to mild heart attacks. Josh’s anger spills over during a basketball game when he intentionally throws a hard pass at JB’s
face, striking him squarely on the nose, and nearly causing a break. As a result, the relationship between the brothers is nearly broken as well, leading to
JB giving Josh the cold shoulder for much of the novel.

Ultimately, Chuck has a major heart attack, and is admitted to the hospital. Josh realizes that his father’s superstar feeling of invincibility, his young age of
39, his horrible eating habits, and his distrust of doctors, have all led to Chuck’s heart attack. Over the next few weeks, Chuck suffers two more major
heart attacks, the second of which ultimately kills him. Chuck’s death seems to suck all the light out of Josh’s life, but Josh comes to understand that he
still has his brother, JB. JB feels the same way, and as such, both brothers renew their relationship. Josh comes to understand that JB will symbolically
take his father’s place, and aside from their mother, the brothers realize that all they have are each other.

CONNECTIONS TO CURRICULUM

The following are some, but not all, of the connections to curriculum for this novel.

e Unit 1: Relationships
o Essential Question: “How does effective communication impact our relationships and understanding of the people and world

Updated Fall 2020



around us?”

KEY STANDARDS ADDRESSED

RL.8.1 Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
RL.8.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the
characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

e RL.8.5 Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and
style.

e W.8.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured
event sequences.

e W.8.7 Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating
additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
W.8.10 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing.
W.8.11 Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
SL.8.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacherled) with diverse partners on Grade 8 topics,
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
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